As demonstrations against police violence 
and a discriminatory criminal justice system 
sweep the nation, local officials may finally 

institute significant reforms. 





SFWEEKLY 


EDITORIAL 

EDITOR 

Nick Veronin * nveronin@sfweekly.com 

ART DIRECTOR 

Sophia Valdes * svaldes@sfweekly.com 

STAFF WRITER 

Grace Z. Li + gli@sfweekly.com 

STAFF WRITER 

Ben Schneider » bschneider@sfweekly.com 
CONTRIBUTORS Elle Carroll, Tim Casagrande, Brett 
Callwood, Jonathan Curiel, Jeffrey Edalatpour, 
Peter Lawrence Kane, Joe Kukura, Alec MacDonald, 
Will Reisman, Joshua Rotter, Zack Ruskin, Dan 
Savage, Mike Huguenor, Avi Salem, Jaime Sloane, 
John-Paul Shiver 

PHOTOGRAPHY Christopher Victorio, Kevin N. 
Hume, Geoffrey Smith Il, Senny Mau, AJ Lovewins 
PRODUCTION 


GRAPHIC DESIGNERS 
Dina Kuhar 





THE SAN FRANCISCO MEDIA CO. 
PRESIDENT Dennis Francis 
PUBLISHER Jay Curran 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Deborah Petersen 


VICE PRESIDENT / GENERAL MANAGER 
Aaron Barbero 


SF WEEKLY ADDRESS: 
835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F, CA 94103 


GENERAL INFORMATION: 415-359-2600 

DISPLAY ADVERTISING: 415-359-2610 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: 415-359-2686 
EMPLOYMENT ADVERTISING: 415-359-2686 
NATIONAL ADVERTISING: 415-359-2610 

ONLINE ADVERTISING: advertise@sfmediaco.com 
LEGAL ADVERTISING: 415-314-1835 
Sflegals@sfmediaco.com 

CIRCULATION: 866-733-7323 


TO SUBMIT A STORY IDEA: 
415-536-8196, newstips@sfweekly.com 


COMMERCIAL PRINTING 
EVP OF COMMERICIAL PRINTING 


David Ceccarelli,415-359-2860, davidc@sfmediaco. 
com 


DISTRIBUTION 


SF Weekly is available free of charge in the 

Bay Area, limited to one copy per reader. 

SF Weekly may be distributed only by authorized 
independent contractors or distributors. No person 
may, without prior written permission of SF Weekly, 
take more than one copy of each issue. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Domestic subscriptions are $60 

for six months or S115 for 12 months. Mail to: 


Subscriptions/SF Weekly, 835 Market Street, 
Suite 550, San Francisco, CA 94103. 














VW 


AUGitT Sin euLtart 


The SF Weekly is published Thursdays by 
San Francisco Media Co. SF Weekly is located at 
835 Market St. Suite 550, San Francisco, CA 94103. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


VOL. 39 | NO. 24 
JUNE 11, 2020 


WARNING 


AR INE D with 


2 Auite Metre ~ 
\Me0.P on S 2 
PAs 





THEBIGHIT 


San Francisco dispensaries 
targeted by burglars. 

By Joe Kukura 

PAGE 4 


ISOLATEDEVENTS 


Britt Govea of boutique 
promoter Folk Yeah believes he 
can bring music back soon. 

By WillReisman 

PAGE 8 


3 NEWS 
CANNADIS + oc. d.ocvadwwandies cobdaceneenss 4 
6 COVER STORY 


11 SAVAGE LOVE 


Cover Design by Sophia Valdes 


2 ° THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2020 * SFWEEKLY.COM 





DOLAN 
LAW FIRM 


Whistleblower 





Personal Injury Elder Abuse Employee Rights Civil Rights 


THANK YOU 

SF WEEKLY READERS 
FOR RECOGNIZING 
CHRIS DOLAN 

BEST INJURY LAWYER 
IN SAN FRANCISCO 
FOR FIVE YEARS IN A ROW! 





Best Lawyers 


BEST 


LAW FIRMS 


) USNEWS | 
20195 


And by the way, others agree with you. 















O09 Examiner 


headers’ 


NORTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 


reitTelle= phe) miele 


WINNER 


Best Law Firm 
Best Injury Attorney 


LIST 


CHRISTOPHER 8. DOLAN 


RATED BY 


Super Lawyers 





Best Lawyers 


CHRIS DOLAN Founder & Chief Legal Counsel, Dolan Law Firm PC 


TRIAL LAWYER OF THE YEAR San Francisco Trial Lawyers Association 
TRIAL LAWYER OF THE YEAR Consumer Attorneys of California 

TOP 100 LAWYERS IN CALIFORNIA Daily Journal 
CALIFORNIA SUPER LAWYERS TOP 100 
CALIFORNIA LAWYER OF THE YEAR 


THE BEST LAWYERS WE HOPE YOU'LL NEVER NEED® 






sf 415.421.2800 oak 510.898.2700 marin 415.504.6607 DOLANLAWFIRM.COM 






LOSS aS a \\\\\\\Y 





The CRISES Act Imagines Alternatives to Cons 


The bill, backed by Calif. Assemblymember Sydney Kamlager, would pour funding into community organizations. 


By Grace Z. Li 


If the CRISES Act existeda year ago, Taun 
Hall says her son, Miles Hall, wouldstillbe 
alive. 

“It would’ve saved my child,” Taun says. 
Herson, Miles Hall, a Black 23-year-old 
Walnut Creek resident, was killeda year 
ago by policein the very city he grewup 
in. Atthetime, Miles was suffering from 
aschizoaffective disorder-induced crisis, 
and Taun called 911, hoping the authorities 
could help her calmherson. But when 
police first arrived at the scene, rather than 
attempt to talk Hall down, they began 
yellingand shooting “non-lethal” bean-bags 


at him, according to Taun and police reports. 


“They didn’t even try to de-escalatemy 
son, Taun says. “Theycameinandsawa 
brown-skinned African American young 
man, who hadabandanaon his face.” 

Unfortunately, Miles’ storyisnot 
uncommon in America. That’s why several 
Bay Area organizations like the Anti Police- 
Terror Projectand East Bay Community 
Law Center Justice Teams Network, along 







with Calif. State Assemblymember Sydney 
Kamlager, are co-sponsoring the CRISES 
Act, which stands for Community Response 
Initiative to Strengthen Emergency 
Systems. 

If passed, the CRISES Act willfund 
California community organizations 
trained torespond to emergency situations 
police arenormally called for. These 
situations include mental health or 
substance use disorder crises, unhoused 
people in dangerous situations and people 
suffering from domesticabuse or natural 
disasters. 

The bill heads to the State Assembly 
floor for avote ata pivotal time, andwhen 
defunding the police— once aradical 
idea —isnowat the forefront of anational 
conversation about systemic racism and 
police brutality. Funding for the CRISES Act 
would come from California's General Fund. 
Californians who want to show support for 
the CRISES Act can email Governor Gavin 
Newsom here. 

“Law enforcement doesn’t have tobe 
calledinifyouhaveahomeless person 


sleeping inacar, or sitting on the corner 
talking tosomeone,’ Kamlager says. “Law 
enforcement doesn’t have tobe calledin if 
someoneis playing their music tooloudly. 
Law enforcement doesn’t have to be called 
in every single time something has gone 
wrong. 

With this bill, Kamlager proposes adding 
community-based professionals — trained 
in de-escalating and resolving crises —to 
the web of emergencyresponse networks. 
Not everyone feels comfortable calling the 
police, and many times, bringing police 
into asituation can be deadly. Of over 1,000 
police killings in 2019, 24 percent of those 
killed were Black, despite Black people only 
comprising 13 percent of the American 
population. And, numbersindicate that 
people with mental health conditions 
suchas schizophreniaare 16 times more 
likely to be killed by the police. Individuals 
at theintersections of these identities are 
particularly vulnerable. James Burch, a 
member of the Anti Police-Terror Project, 
canname two Black men off the top of 
his head whowere killed by police while 


struggling with mental health crisesin the 
Bay Area. 

“Instead of trained professionals 
responding with compassion, law 
enforcement responded with their guns,” 
Burch says. Burch doesn't believe that the 
current training police officers receiveis 
enough. 

Forexample, about 1,144 of 2,296 San 
Francisco Police Department officers have 
received 40 hours of mental health crisis 
intervention training, according tothe 
SFPD. Many officers have undergoneeven 
less. 

“Compare that to an organization like 
Mental Health First, thatis staffed by 
trained professionals, who have made 
mental health their lives’ work,” Burch says. 
“There's really no comparison with the 
amount of expertise.” 

It’sthe kind of organization Taun wishes 
she could’ve called on that fateful day. 
Taun always knew that Miles —ayoung 
Black man struggling with schizoaffective 
disorderin avery White, very affluent 
neighborhood—wouldbeatrisk. That's 


whyin the year prior, she hadalready 
establisheda relationship with the Walnut 
Creek police department and notified her 
neighbors of Miles’ situation, hoping that 
these preemptive actions wouldpreventa 
tragedy. 

Butas Miles’ mental health worsened, 
Taun says she was given nootherviable 
alternative — there wereno mentalhealth 
professionals that she knew of who could 
come inimmediately. Soshecalledthe 
police hoping that they wouldhelp Taun 
calm Miles down. If there was anyone else, 
any agency orany trained professional who 
couldact as an emergency responderon 
Miles’ last day, she would've calledthem 
instead. 

“People don’tunderstand howbroken 
the systemis,’ Taun says. “You have to call 
the policeon your child?... Atthat point, 
we re criminalizing our loved ones.” 


Grace Z. Licovers arts, culture and 
food for SF Weekly. 


y @gracezhali 


“WILL SCHOOLS BE OPEN IN THE FALL?” 


Local journalism keeps us 
informed. Tell your legislators 
to save local journalism. 


cnpa.com/legal/savelocaljournalis 
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More Than Halt of SF Dispensaries Targeted by Burglars 


JUSTICE 


EXE FLOYD 
BL 


Local cannabis dispensary owners have been boarding up their shops and leaving messages of support to protesters — and warnings to would-be burglars. 


By Joe Kukura 


“Warning — Armed with Automatic 
Weapons, readsahandwritten sign posted 
on wooden boardsat the Flowertothe 
People cannabis dispensary on Second 
Street. A message spray painted on the 
plywood above Moe Greens warns would-be 
intruders that someoneis “Armed Inside.” 
Similar verbiage greets visitors to the Green 
Door, informing anyone who wouldeven 
consider breakingin that the owners of the 
shopare on site and packing heat. 

Meanwhile at the Apothecarium SoMa, 
aloud PAsystem bellows the same pre- 
recorded message every few minutes: “Be 
advised this property is being monitored by 
security.’ 

Thisis the current paranoiac state 
of the San Francisco cannabis scene. 
While the mostly peaceful George Floyd 
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demonstrations have dovetailed with 
scattered looting and vandalism, it 
appears that raids of local dispensaries 
here and other Bay Area cities — including 
Oaklandand San Jose— have been 
coordinated affairs, and pot shop owners 
suspect organized bands of criminals are 
capitalizing on adistracted and stretched- 
thin police force. 

AnSF Weekly investigation found that 
21 of San Francisco's 37 current permitted 
and operating dispensaries — more than 
half — suffereda burglary or burglary 
attempt since protests beganin San 
Franciscoon Friday, May 29. In some cases, 
dispensaries avoided theft but suffered 
smashed windows; in other cases, burglars 
made offwithas muchas $10,000 in pot, 
according toa KRON-4 interview with 
California Street Cannabis Company. 

But even these failed break-in attempts 
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were costly to dispensary owners. 

“The damage to our store is estimated 
at around $6,000-$7,000,” says SPARC 
CEO Erich Pearson. The windows at one 
of his three SF shops were shattered, but 
no merchandise was taken, on Saturday, 
May 30. “There was an unsuccessful 
break-in at our Haight Street location. 
All of our front windows were smashed 
out and our interior security gate was 
damaged but held up.” 

That same night, over by Oracle Park, 
Project Cannabis co-owner Johnny 
Delaplane says his shop was one of the 
only businesses hit on an otherwise quiet 
evening in SoMA. 

“Our front door was smashed, along 
with interior doors and display cases,” 
Delaplane says. “A significant amount of 
product was stolen.” 

A similar scene played out across 


town in the Excelsior, a quiet suburbia 

of single-family homes where there 

were no demonstrations and no damage 
vandalism — except for multiple robbery 
attempts on both Friday and Saturday 
night, May 29 and 30, at all three of the 
neighborhood's dispensaries: Connected 
SE Mission Organic Center, and the 
Green Cross. 

“Over the course of two nights, there 
were a total of three break-ins at the 
Green Cross,’ the shop’s founder and 
president Kevin Reed tells us. “They 
smashed our storefront windows 
and damaged doors, floors and walls 
throughout the building.” 

Reed echoed the sentiments of other 
dispensary owners, saying hein no way 
associated the actions of the burglars 
with the demonstrators in other parts of 
the city. 








Joe Kukura 


“The protests were located nowhere 
near our storefront, and from reviewing 
camera footage, it was obviously an 
organized criminal effort,” Reed says. 
“The police officers we worked with also 
confirmed this.” 

Some dispensaries that were closed 
down also suffered break-in attempts. 
Pearson shut down his Valencia Corridor 
dispensary Love Shack by SPARC after 
seeing security footage of individuals 
who appeared to “case the joint.” 

“Love Shack was not broken into 
or vandalized, and was temporarily 
closed for precautionary measures due 
to potential casing of the store” that 
Pearson observed on Saturday, May 30. 
“Security features at that store deterred 
potential incidents that night.” 

But while pot shop owners avoided 
pointing fingers at demonstrators, many 
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said they hadabone to pick with the are still treated as second class business 
California BureauofCannabisControl,as citizens,’ Delaplane points out. He adds 
they complained that a legally required, that cannabis companies have “no access 
publicly available online database of to banking and are subject to the highest 
dispensary names and addresses made taxes of any industry in the United 
them sitting ducks. The CBCC made States.” 

their searchable database inoperable “Cannabis operators understand 

last week, after industry trade groups what itis like to be treated unfairly,” he 
pointed out that “dozens of cannabis says. We stand in solidarity with the 
businesses across the state have been peaceful protesters all over the world 
subjected tovandalism, lootingandeven indemandingthereform ofan unjust 
violence over the past few days.” system.” 

San Francisco quickly followed suit. But some dispensaries might not be 
The city’s official Cannabis Storefront standing for much longer. The sudden 
Retail Map used to show the location of loss of $10,000 or more may be too heavy 
every dispensary in town; nowitis just of ahit, anda few shops worry this will 
a white screen that reads, “The cannabis knock them out of business forever. Just 


i. a 
Se J A ry oe ( retail map has been taken down, as coronavirus changed the cannabis 
, és @ af | c- Kd (ee z temporarily.” The SF Office of Cannabis industry overnight, these burglaries may 


hasalsoremovedtheirlistofcurrentand alsopermanently change the face of retail 


i ' : > I pending dispensary locations that had matijuana. 
s f | | Zo Ores : previously been available on its website. For now, dispensaries can only hope 
~ * Se y , <A > Marijuana dispensaries area that the worst of these breakins are 
, s s 
i _ 


particularly juicy target for burglars. behind them. 
Their lack of legal banking options means 
they often have gobs of cash on site. 
6 s It remains to be seen whether 
ra) insurance companies will reimburse pot 
shops for their busted gates, windows, 
and display cases, as this spree of break 
ins isa first in the legal marijuanaera.But Joe Kukura covers cannabis for 





since the weed itself is federally illegal, SF Weekly. 

dispensaries face long odds in getting 

reimbursed for stolen cannabis. yp @ExcersingDrunk 
Though the Flower to the People dispensary may have a peaceful name, whoever posted this sign wasn't messing around. Joe Kukura “Despite our ‘essential’ status, we 


Cal-Mart 


3585 California St., S.F., CA 94118 


In the Laurel Village shopping center 


ATTENTION CUSTOMERS 


TEMPORARY STORE HOURS 
Monday to Friday 10am-7pm e Sat9am-7pm e Sun9¥am-6pm 


SENIOR (65+) ONLY SHOPPING TIMES 
Thursdays 9 am - 10 am & Saturdays 8 am - 9 am 


We will be temporarily modifying our hours to prepare our stores to better serve you. 
Our personal shopping service will not be available during this time. 
Thank you, 


The Cal-Mart Team 





Main 415.751.3516 ¢ Deli 415.751.6453 ¢ Antonelli Brother’s Meat 415.752.7413 ¢ Sweet Things Bakery 415.221.8583 
www.CalMartSF.com 
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San Francisco Police stand guard outside the Mission Police Station during a protest over the Minneapolis police killing of George Floyd on Saturday, May 30, 2020. 


By Nick Veronin 


Theunmarked police truckjumps the curb, 
red-and-blue lights flashing from behind 
the grill. As the vehicle advances, making 

a hairpin turn from Pine Street to Davis 
Street, the demonstrators retreat. Aman 
inalightjacket shuffles backward, pullinga 
cell phone from his pocket and trainingiton 
the black Ford. 

That’s when a San Francisco Police 
Officerin riot gear comes runninginto the 
frame, pushing the man from behind— 
hard—and sending him to the ground. The 
protester rolls onto his backand holds his 
hands above his head. Heclambors to his 
feet and backs away from several officersin 
the direction of the march continuing down 
Market Street toward the Ferry Building. 
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In the weeks-long wave of mostly 
peaceful demonstrations that has 
swept the country in the wake of the 
police killing of George Floyd, hundreds 
of videos of aggressive policing have 
surfaced. Many make the May 31 clip 
from San Franciscolook tame. 

The protests that have gripped the 
nation for two-and-a-half weeks were 
set in motion by another video of police 
brutality. The cell phone clip captured the 
Memorial Day death of Floyd, who died 
under the knee of Minneapolis police 
officer Derrick Chauvin. 

These mass gatherings are being 
compared to the protests that erupted 
in 1992 after the acquittal of the officers 
who beat Rodney King, and to the civil 
unrest that followed the assasination of 
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Martin Luther King in 1968. 

However, these protests are different, 
some point out. The demographics 
of today’s protesters are more diverse 
than those who participated in previous 
movements, as are the locations. Unlike 
1968 or 1992, when protesters largely 
congregated in low-income Black 
neighborhoods, recent protests have 
been more likely to take place in more 
diverse spaces — including upscale 
shopping districts, like San Francisco’s 
Union Square, and in quieter suburban 
enclaves. 

Furthermore, thanks to the ubiquity 
of cell phone cameras and social media, 
many who were once oblivious to, 
or willfully ignored, the specter of 
police brutality, are reconsidering an 


institution that historians and activists 
say was created to benefit slaveholders 
and protect the interests of the powerful 
against the desperate actions of the 
powerless. 

“When anatrocity is so horrendous, 
the public are able to see police violence 
the way we as advocates see it ona daily 
basis,” says James Burch, the policy 
director for the Oakland-based Anti 
Police Terror Project. “What made the 
situation worse was that during this 
whole rebellion, law enforcement has 
continued to brutalize and even kill 
protesters, which only magnifies the 
attention that is placed on them at atime 
when folks are seeing them for who they 
really are.” 

Now, criminal justice reforms once 





\% 


Kevin N. Hume 


considered on-the-fringe are being 
seriously considered by officials around 
the country and here in San Francisco. 
Chief among those proposals is some 
form of defunding the police. 


“LAUGHABLE’ TO ACTIONABLE 


“People were laughing at us five 
years ago when we demanded that the 
Oakland police budget be reduced by 50 
percent,’ says Burch, whose group was 
founded in the wake of the death of Oscar 
Grant and seeks to end police violence 
in communities of color. But now, he 
continues, the call to defund police, is 
“the rallying cry of the people.” 

In San Francisco, Mayor London 
Breed and Supervisor Shamman Walton 
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announced an effort to divert funds 
(around $25 million, according to 
Walton) from the SFPD to the city’s Black 
community. 

District Attorney Chesa Boudin, 
elected last year ona progressive 
platform, announced the creation 
of afundto compensate victims of 
police violence, and has instructed 
his prosecutors to review all available 
evidence when considering allegations 
of resisting arrest in order to understand 
the origin and nature of the altercation 
—and whether resistance truly took 
place at all. Boudin has also joined other 
current and former Bay Area DAs in 
calling on the California State Bar to 
prohibit prosecutors from accepting 
political and financial support from 
police unions. 

“There’s an urgency that we're feeling 
and we wanted to act accordingly,’ says 
Rachel Marshall, aspokesperson in the 
DA's office, adding that Boudin is focused 
on creating “systemic change” in the 
criminal justice system. 

Public Defender Mano Rajuhas 
called for anewuse of force policy for 
SFPD. And Chief Bill Scott, said he was 
“open” to reducing funds for the police 
department. 

San Francisco is not the only city 
mulling changes toits criminal justice 
apparatus. In Minneapolis, city 
council president Lisa Bender, along 
witha supermajority of city council 
members, have stated their intent to 
“dismantle” and “replace” the city’s police 
department. 

Meanwhile, the city of Houston 
and the state of New York have moved 
to ban chokeholds; and Democrats in 
Congress have unveileda bill that would 
ban chokeholds nationwide, and make 
it easier to sue police for misconduct. 
That billis yet to see Republican support, 
but Republican Senator Mitt Romney 
of Utah has announced that he, too, will 
proposea police reform bill. 

“Minnesota gives me optimism,” 
Burch says of the actions taken by the 
Minneapolis City Council. “That’s the 
goal — creating a completely different 
system of public safety.” 

However, Burch adds, he is “not 
moved by marginal budget cuts” to 
police departments. By way of example, 
the APTP is currently advocating the 
Oakland Police Department cut its 
budget by 50 percent — about $150 
million — and redirect those funds into 
other city programs, especially those 
that address mental health, addiction, 
poverty, and racial inequity. 

“That doesn’t mean we don’t want a 
system to deal with violence and acts of 
violence,” Burch says. “We just want to 
re-imagine what that looks like and start 
from the beginning.” 


AHISTORY OF VIOLENCE 


While some who support defunding 
police believe there will always beaneed 
for armed civil servants authorized to use 


force, others advocate for nothing short 
of acomplete abolition of policing as we 
knowit. 

“When I say ‘defund the police,’ Imean 
defund the police,” says Erin Kerrison, 
professor in the School of Social Welfare 
at UC Berkeley. For her, even slashing 
a department’s budget by half would 
representa failure to evolve beyond our 
current — and, in her view, antiquated — 
notion of community policing. 

Kerrison, who studies the way in 
which the criminal justice system has 
historically impacted communities of 
color, says the founding philosophy of 
the modern, professional police force 
is inextricably tied to inequality and 
racism. 

In Southern states, Kerrison explains, 
the very first loosely organized groups 
that might rightfully be thought of as 
police, were established to monitor 
enslaved African Americans. These were 
the slave drivers and paddy rollers, who 
worked to capture runaways, preempt 
rebellion, and crush insurrection. 

In Northern states, she continues, 
some of the very first police 
departments were formed during the 
Industrial Revolution, ata time when 
major Northeastern cities, suchas 
Philadelphia, Boston, and New York, 
were growing exponentially. Unlike 
the wealthy, white, landowners in the 
South, the wealthy, white, landowners of 
industrial cities worked away from their 
residences. The head of the household 
could not simultaneously oversee the 
safety of his home and the safety of his 
investments in warehouses, shipyards, 
and factories on the other side of town. 

“There’s this panic among Christian, 
white property owners — this expanding 
group with more and more material 
wealth — who want protection,” 
Kerrison says. Early police forces largely 
protected the interests of the haves by 
monitoring, intimidating, and arresting 
the have-nots, who, by and large, were 
non-white or Eastern European. 

Tracing a line from these earliest 
patrols to the modern day municipal 
forces we know today, Ellison notes that 
police became more professionalized. 
They actively recruited and trained the 
men and women in their ranks, they 
formed powerful unions, and they 
established ties to public school systems 
— but, she emphasizes, their priorities 
remained more or less the same: to 
protect the interests of capitalists, 
industrialists, landowners, and elites. 

Ellison says it’s no mistake that the 
war on drugs — initiated by Richard 
Nixon and carried out by subsequent 
administrations — was largely wagedin 
communities of color. 

“The war on drugs was never about 
drugs,” she says. “It was about poor Black 
folk. They were ‘making a mess’ in the 
cities. They were an ‘eyesore.’ They werea 
‘blight.’ So they had to go.” 

And, it turns out, there was money to 
be made, as mandatory minimum drug 
sentencing, three-strikes laws, and other 


“tough on crime” legislation — such 
as the Violent Crime Control and Law 
Enforcement Act of 1994 — helped feed 
the prison industrial complex. 

“The past is the present and the 
future,” Ellison says. 


MEANINGFUL CHANGE 


Nikki Jones, a sociologist and 
professor in the department of African 
American Studies at U.C. Berkeley, 
echoes Kerrison’s assertions. 

“Policing has never been neutral,” 
Jones observes, adding that if there was 
a point at whicha major shift occurred 
in the philosophy of policing — in which 
police departments across the country 
made a concerted effort to root out 
institutionalized racism and classism — 
she is unaware of it. 

“As an institution, this is what the 
institution has the capacity to do and 
has always done,’ she says, speaking 
broadly about the police. “And ifit’s 
doing something different today, we 
shouldbe able to identify when that shift 
happened.” 

Kerrison, Jones and Burch are 
all cautiously optimistic that the 
demonstrations they’ve seen and the 
gestures made by law enforcement 
officials willamount to some kind 
of meaningful change. But they all 
understand from experience that 
progress in this realmis hard to come by. 
Furthermore, even when changes are 
made, they don’t always stick. 

“Progress has never been linear 
when it comes to racial justice,’ Jones 
says. “There is always progress and 
retrenchment.” 

As evidence, she points to actions 
President Barack Obama took after 
Michael Brown’s 2014 killing in 
Ferguson, Missouri, led to wide scale 
protests against police brutality and the 
militarization of the police. 

Although Obama used his executive 
authority to restrict the transfer 
orsurplus military gear to police 
departments, one of the first things 
President Donald Trump did upon taking 
office was to lift that order. 

Jones encourages those who have 
been moved to act by the death of George 
Floyd to not interpret a few paltry 
gestures from politicians as asign that 
it’s time to pack up and go home. After 
all, she observes, it’s been nearly six years 
since Ferguson. 

“Don’t waste anymore time between 
nowandthe next moment.” 


Nick Veronin is the Editor of 
SF Weekly. 


@ VeroninsVoice 
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DELIVERY! 


Fear not beer lovers, SFBCo. is now open for pick up and delivery 
orders!!! Place a curb side pick up order directly with 
us and receive a $10 gift card for each $50 spent. 


NEED OUR FOOD & BEER DELIVERED? 


We’re also available on DoorDash and GrubHub. 
THURSDAY-SUNDAY FROM 4:00PM-8:00PM 
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The founder of Folk Yeah is eager and optimistic about the return of live music. 
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Wayne Coyne of the Flaming Lips keeps the ball rolling at the Henry Miller Memorial Library at a Folk Yeah show back in 2012. 


By Will Reisman 


Onasurrealand starry night nearly two 
years ago — one of those rare September 
evenings in Northern California that mark 
the transition from summer to fall— Angel 
Olsen picked upa guitar and serenaded 
acrowd of hushed, awestruckattendees. 
Her backdrop wasa column of towering 
redwood trees, and the site was the Henry 
Miller Memorial Library, the former Big 
Sur residence of the legendary American 
novelist, which now stands asamonument 
forvisitors to the famous coastal village. 

Wrapped up in blankets andwool 
sweaters, the gathered crowd sipped beer 
and wine as Olsen cooedandcrooned, 
pairing her unpretentious musical approach 
with an equally affable stage presence. She 
performed an austere collection of her early 
recordings, while regaling the audience with 
tales from her career and personallife. 

One could mistake the gig for an informal 


gathering of friends, reuniting in the woods 
tosharea good time together. But this was 
actually a publicized stop ona major tour 
for the nationally-renowned Olsen. This 
magical combination— ofa revered artist 
anda picturesque, out-of-the-way venue — 
is the signature of San Francisco-based Britt 
Govea, founder of Bay Area boutique music 
promotion company, Folk Yeah. 

Overthe past 15 years, Folk Yeah 
has madeanameforitself by hosting 
big-nameactsat highly intimate, unique 
spaces. In addition to putting on shows 
at at the Henry Miller Library, Goveahas 
staged performances at the Fernwood 
Campground & Resort in Big Sur; the 
Brookdale Lodge in the unincorporated 
town of Brookdale off of Highway 9in 
the Santa Cruz Mountains; and Pappy & 
Harriet’s,atavernin Pioneertown,a Wild 
West-themed hamlet near Joshua Tree 
National Park, where hundreds of Westerns 
were filmed during the 1940s and1950s. 
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Inshort, there reallyis no other live 
music promoterin the region like Govea. 

Another Planet Entertainment, the 
once-scrappy successor to Bill Graham 
Presents, hasavenerable history and can lay 
claim to must-see large events, like Outside 
Lands. APEalso books shows atanumber 
of othericoniclocal venues, including The 
Independent, The Fox, and The Greek. 
Butin recent years, ithas grownin size 
and influenceandnowcompetes with the 
likes of Live Nation and Goldenvoicein an 
increasingly homogenized and corporate 
live music landscape. 

Folk Yeah’s clout liesin its commitment 
tounique, outside-the-box musical 
gatherings. In addition toits far-flung 
shows, Folk Yeah has also come to beknown 
forthe multi-night residencies it puts on at 
the company’s San Francisco home base, 
The Chapel. 

Itstandstoreason that there would 
never belive performances at many of 


The Irrepressible Optimism of Britt Govea 
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the sites Folk Yeah selectsif not forthe 
imaginative approach of GoveaandCo. 
Ittakesa sort of willfulingenuity and 
optimism tocreate art and musicin such 
places, and Goveais embracing those same 
auspicious instincts now that he andhis 
industry are faced with the challenges of the 
novel coronavirus pandemic. 

Although San Franciscois slowly re- 
opening, Mayor London Breed’s phased 
approach has yet to seta timeline for when 
livemusic venues may operate again. 
Uncertainty abounds, but the return oflive 
musicis particularly difficult to predict. 
Some speculate that live shows willnot 
return until 2021. 

Goveaisn't buying that story, andhe 
and his many partners are moving forward 
with the idea that live music willreturn very 
soon. 

“Weare hoping to put on some reduced- 
capacity shows by the end of the summer,” 
Govea says. “I don’t think putting on shows 


with, youknow, 30 percent capacity, will 
necessarily save the bottom lines of these 
venues, but! thinkit will do wonders for 

the morale of the people who workin the 
industryand forall of us who so desperately 
want live musicto return.” 

Govea clearly cares about his partners, 
and Folk Yeah thrives in large part because 
of all personal relationships he has fostered 
over theyears with independent venues 
withnoties to financial heavyweights 
like Another Planet Entertainment, Live 
Nation, Ticketmaster, and Goldenvoice. 
Those venues include Harlow’sin 
Sacramento, Starline Social Clubin 
Oakland, the Felton Music Hall, andthe 
Chapel. 

Goveais nervous about the financial 
future of many of those sites, but heactually 
sees their small confines asastrength. 
While they lack the financial muscle of their 
competitors, Govea thinks they willbe 
the first ones to reopen because they host 
relatively few people. 

“Allthe venues I have talked to are 
absolutely ready toreopen now, Govea 
says. They believe they willhavethe 
greenlight to restart their operations soon, 
solongas they reduce their capacity and 
take the right public health measures.” 

Goveais already movingahead on one 
of hismost ambitious undertakings — the 
two-day Huichica Music Festivalat the 
Gundlach Bundschu Wineryin Sonoma. 
Unlikemany other multi-day gatherings, 
the festival has not been cancelled, but 
rather postponed— moved back from June 
to October16and17. 

Last month, Folk Yeah announcedthe 
new dates and the revised lineup, which 
included nearlyall of the acts who were 
slated to take the stage on the original date. 
Govea says all the musicians, including 
headliners suchas Yo LaTengoand Mac 
DeMarco, are eager to play at the festival, 
despite warnings of mass gatherings. 

Goveaalso says the festival, which 
takes placeacross several small stages 
throughout the winery grounds, willhave 
reduced capacityin 2020. There will be 
social distancing protectionsin place, plus 
hand sanitizer and other cleaning materials 
deployed throughout the site. Still, he 
concedes that “nothingis guaranteed” at 
this point, as Sonoma County continues on 
aphased reopening approach ofits own. 

Govea hasa good feeling about 
Huichica, because unlike Outside Lands, 
Coachella or other mega festivals, he feels 
that the Sonoma Countyaffairis not the 
kind of “mass gathering” thatrepresents 
the biggest question mark of the post- 
coronavirus world. 

“We feellike the smaller, thebetterat 
this point,’ says Govea, who adds that 
the festival sold50 two-day passes on the 





Watching Thurston Moore under a redwood canopy at the Henry Miller Memorial Library in 2011. 


first night the new dates were announced. 
“Because it was never a huge festival to 
begin with, we believe we can pull this off 
while still having the very best public health 
protections in mind.” 

Govea says he already hassomeideas 
for showsat the Chapel, which benefits 
from havingasecondroom that servesas 
a dining area (sit-down establishments are 
tentatively slated to reopenon July 13.) He 
also says that many of his partners — such 
as Harlow’s, The Chapel and Starline Social 
Club — own the buildings in which they 
operate, whichisa huge help during the 
down times. He says he’s more concerned 
about the venues that holdlivemusicasa 
bonus — places like Fernwood in Big Sur — 
which are reliant on tourist dollars. 

While Govea has helped stagesome 
livestream fundraising performances to 
support the venues he works with, he clearly 
wouldprefer to organize the real thing. 
Goveais the talent buyerat The Chapel, 
andhe’s been saddened toseealmostall the 
venue's 40 or soworkers temporarily laid off 
(the site hasn’t hosted alive event since early 
March.) Goveaurgently wants areturn to 
live musicso the Chapel can quickly rehire 
those individuals. Hehas been able to retain 
the handful of staffers who work with him 
at Folk Yeah, but all of those employees have 
sidejobs. 


“I feel terrible for all the people who have 
lost their jobs because of this pandemic,” 
Govea says. ‘It’ssucharough time for 
everybody. Andagain, I don’t expect this to 
be the saving grace fora building that’s used 
to putting on music 330 daysa year, but 
anythingin that direction can bea hopeful 
start.” 

The question remains, however, how 
comfortable people will be returning 
anywhere en masse. While the Chapelis not 
a baseball stadium, seeing live musicthere 
would certainly require people to stand 
considerably close toanother. Factorin 
that many audiencemembers yell, scream, 
exhort, andclingto each otherafterafew 
drinks, andany concert starts lookinglikea 
potential super-spreader event. 

Shannon Bodrogi, the guitarist and 
vocalist for SOAR, a four-piece indie rock 
band formerly based in San Francisco, says 
her group wouldbe wary about returning 
any time soon tolive shows. 

“For the most part weare hesitant to 
commit to anything at this point, with there 
beingsomanyunknownsaround public 
safety,’ says Bodrogi, whorecently moved 
to Seattle from San Francisco. “Evenif states 
were reopened andit was deemed safe, I 
really would still be hesitant until there is 
avaccine. It’s not worth jeopardizing the 
health of our families and friends. We miss 
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playing music with our friends though!” 

Govea emphasizes that the health and 
safety of musicians, workers and fans are 
of the utmost importance tohim, and 
in conversations with the artists that he 
works with, he finds that the overwhelming 
majority were eager to return to performing 
live. 

Perhaps its willful naivete, blind 
optimism ora pragmaticapproach thatis 
closer to reality than many might think, but 
Govea is dead-set on returning to hisjob of 
staging great showsin the coming months. 

“It may take a little longer than I hope, 
but when musiccomes back, it’s gonna be 
glorious,’ Govea says. “Evenifit’s 100 people 
ina500 people room, it will be great. Imiss 
musicso much. Imiss being with people, 
no matter how far or close apart weare. But 
either way, the music will live within us, until 
it can live outside of us again.” 


Will Reisman covers music for 
SF Weekly. 
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Balancing Constitutional Rights With Public Health Concerns 
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Health officials worry that mass gatherings, like the protest that shut down southbound lanes on the Golden Gate Bridge on June 6, could be super-spreader events for COVID-19. 


By Christopher B. Dolan 
S Matt Gramly 


The First Amendment to the Billof Rights, 
as attached to the Constitution of the 
United States of America reads as follows: 
“Congress shallmakenolawrespectingan 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the government fora redress 
of grievances.” 

However, as with any right also comes 
responsibility. Rights maybe regulated 
by thestate. The First Amendmentalso 
guarantees freedom of speech, butitis 
illegal to yell “Fire!” ina crowded movie 
theater if thereisno fire. The Second 
Amendment guarantees the right to bear 
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arms, but private ownership of military 
style assault rifles or machine gunsin 
California is heavily regulated if not outright 
banned. Suchis the case with theright to 
assemble. Theright is guaranteed under the 
Constitution, butit can be regulated bythe 
state, especiallyif publichealth is atissue. 
The First Amendment right toassemble 
isasimportant today asit was whenit 
was written in 1791.Thestate'’sright to 
regulate this right is particularlyimportant 
today, as we confronta global pandemic 
and nationwide protestsin response to 
the murder of George Floydby policein 
Minneapolis. Thisissuewas addressed 
directly by the U.S. Supreme Courtin the 
1905 case of Jacobson v. Massachusetts. 
The question before the court was whether 
ornotthestate could force peopleto get the 
measles vaccine duringa measles epidemic 
evenif they didnot want thevaccine. 
Justice John Marshall Harlan wrote 
the followingin the decision to allowstates 
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torequire measles vaccinations: “The 
Constitution does notimportan absolute 
rightin each person tobe, atalltimesand 
in all circumstances, wholly freed from 
restraint. Acommunity has the right to 
protectitself against an epidemicand 
may, at times, under the pressure of great 
dangers, be subjected to such restraint, to be 
enforced by reasonable regulations, as the 
safety of the general publicmay demand.” 
The Court ruled that the statemay 
regulate or curtail an individual's freedom, 
even thoughitis guaranteed within the 
Constitution, in the context of preventing 
the spread of disease during an epidemic. 
The same principle has been applied 
tothe coronavirus pandemic with states 
issuing shelter in place orders. One type 
of gathering of particular significanceis 
church gatherings. The First Amendment 
guarantees the right to free expression of 
religion, along with the right to peaceably 
assemble, suchasina church. Shutting 
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down religious servicesisaveryimportant 
issue for millions of Americans who 

argue that nothing is more individual or 
important than religious faith. Many argue 
that church services are essentialand must 
remain open to worshippers. Howcana 
Safeway ora Home Depot ora marijuana 
dispensary be deemedessential, butnota 
church? It’s avalid question but the courts 
have mostly sided with the states’ right to 
regulate. 

Churches involve gatherings of large 
numbers of people in confined spaces 
indoors and frequently involve singing. 
Since the coronavirus can spread easily 
through respiratory system activities 
suchas talking or coughing, singingis an 
ideal way to spreadit, especially indoors. 
Churches that continued to meetin 
violation of state orders have become virus 
transmission “hot spots” asaresult. 

On May 25, George Floyd, a Blackman, 
died in police custody. Following soon after 


the killing of Breonna Taylor by Louisville, 
Kentucky, police as she lay sleepingin 
herbed, andthe murder of Anmaud 
Arbery by three white men in Georgia, we 
have seen many protests against police 
brutality and the killings of Black men 
and women by police. Large protests, like 
church gatherings, seem like the perfect 
environment for spreading the coronavirus, 
except for the fact that they take place 
outside instead of indoors. 

Protest marches with people assembling 
peacefully petitioning the government for 
redress of grievances area clear example 
of our First Amendment rights; but, we 
are stillin the midst ofa dangerous global 
pandemic. Thousands of people marching 
in very crowded settings area big concern 
for medical professionals and many believe 
the marches willbecome hot spots of 
disease transmission. 

Why can the government shut down 
churches and businesses, but not protest 
marches? One major distinctionis that 
protests occur outdoors unlike churches 
and church services, whichare generally 
indoors. Ultimately, local governments 
struggling to protect their citizens’ First 
Amendmentrights to protest or worship 
must balance thoserights with the 
important need to protect publichealth. 

Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker said 
on June 1: “As we combat the pandemic, we 
remain inareal struggle with howto carry 
out the bedrock principles of democracy 
with the best medical guidance available to 
fight an infectious, contagious disease.” 

Thebottom line is that the First 
Amendment's right to assemble can be 
regulated or curtailed bythe state, especially 
during a pandemic. As of the writing of this 
article, the U.S. hasmore than 2 million 
confirmed coronavirus cases and around 
112,000 have from the disease. 
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A Highly Questionable Attair 


Dan answers all the queries he didn't have time for during the first ‘Savage Love’ Livestream. 





Dan Savage hosted his first ever livestream of the Lovecast last week. 


By Dan Savage 


Hey, Everybody: We had our first Savage 
Love Livestream event last Thursday night 
and hadsuchablast! A huge crowd of 
Savage Love readers and Savage Lovecast 
listeners got together on Zoom foralive 
online Q&A that raised more than $14,000 
for Northwest Harvest, an organization 
that supports food banks in my homestate. 
Igot more questions than I couldanswerin 
ourallottedtimeandsoI'm going to answer 
as many as I can squeeze into this week’s 
column. 

Thank youagain to everyone who 
boughta ticket to the Savage Love 
Livestream! All proceeds — every single 
centraised— went to Northwest Harvest. 
Ifanyone reading this isin adonating mood 
right now, youcan donate to Northwest 
Harvest directly atnorthwestharvest.org/ 
donate. 

Herewe go... 


LOVE SICK 


Isitared flag or sign of deeper 
attachment or commitmentissuesif your 
long-term partner never tells youhe loves 
you? 


[ve heard people describe relationships 
that were three months oldas “LTRs.” 
Assumingyou re not one of those people 
—assuming you ve been with this guy for 
more than a year — and you vealready 
said “Tlove you” to him andhe hasn't saidit 
back, well, that’sabad sign. But wouldn't 
describe it asa red flag. Early warning 
signs for physical or emotionalabuseare 
red flags; not hearing “Ilove you” from 
someone youd like to hear that from does 
suck, Iknow (because I’ve been there), but 
it’snotasign that you rein danger, girl. It’s 


Courtesy Savage Lovecast 


alsonot proof your partner has attachment 
orcommitmentissues; hejust might not 
beinterested in attaching or committing 
toyou. But whatever the case might be, if 
you re unhappy being with someone who 
can'tbring himself to say “Ilove you’ then 
youshouldn’t be with that person. 


THE 12-WEEK ITCH 


Istherea safe way to date or be slutty 
now? Will there ever be again? I’m poly but 
live alonesol haven’t hadsexin 12 weeks. 
Help! 


While health officialsin most places are 
urging all to only have sexwith people we 
live with — mom and dadexcepted— over 
in the Netherlands health officials are 
advising singleand horny Dutch people 
to find “sex buddies.” One sex buddy per 
person, someone you can meet up with for 
sex, ideallysomeonewhoisn 'tinteracting 
with toomany other people. Ifyoucan 
find someone you trust —andifyouare 
someone who can be trusted — you could 
go Dutch. 


LETITGO 


My fiancé has an ex-girlfriend whojust 
can'tletit go. He’s blocked her on social 
media but his motherstill follows his ex 
andis friends with herand they interact at 
least monthly. Likes, comments, etc. Can1 
address theissue with hismom oris that just 
somewhere you don't go? 


Whyare you monitoring your fiancé’s 
ex-girlfriend’s social media? Imean, ifyou 
weren tlurking on her Instagram, you 
wouldn’t knowyour future MILisliking and 
commenting on her photos. You fiancé’s 
momisan adult and she can followanyone 


she likes on Instagram. Andifyoudon’t 
want her to think you're the toxic one, you 
won'taddyress this with her. Bethe change 
you wanna see in your fiancé’s ex: let it go. 


CUT TO THE CHASE 


['vealways wanted toknowmore about 
your history with circumcision. 


Myhistory with circumcision isn’t 
thatinteresting: I was present at one 
circumcision (my own), ’'venever 
performedacircumcision (that I recall), 
and I’ve encountered both circumcisedand 
uncircumcised dicks in the wild (enjoyed 
themall). 


CUT & DRY 


Mywifeand Iare lesbians whojust found 
out we re having a baby boy! We're super 
excited but had some penis questions. My 
wife wants to circumcise our son because 
she says that if he’s uncircumcised he'll get 
made fun of in the locker room. Does this 
happen? Howoften doboyslookat each 
other's dicks growing up? 


The circumcision rateamongnewborn 
boys has been falling for decades and now 
only alittle more than half of boysare 
circumcised at birth. So even if boys were 
comparing their dicksin locker rooms 
—andthey’renot—yoursonwon'tbe 
alone. And forthe record: the American 
Academy of Pediatrics doesn’t recommend 
the procedure and the supposed health 
benefits —alowerrisk for urinary tract 
infections andalowerriskfor some 
sexually transmitted infections—aren'ta 
convincing argumentin favor of the routine 
circumcision of maleinfants. Andwhile 
the complication rate islow (1.5 percent), 
those complications can range from easily 
treatable infections to “amputation of 
the glans,” “necrosis of the penis,” and 
“death.” Risking your son’slifeandmost 
important limb to spare him amoment’s 
awkwardnessinalockerroom seems 
unreasonable to me, particularly since your 
soncan't consent. 


PEG PARTY 
My partner wants me (F) topeg him! 
Hooray! Any advice? Heisvery hot! Thanks! 
Yourock! 


Heshould douche! Plenty of lube! Take it 
slow! Film itfor HUMP! 


BI-LEMMA 


['mabisexual malein California. When is 
the right time to tell someone Ijust started 


dating that I’m bisexual? And how? 


Mention your bisexuality on dating apps 
—whichis where most couples meet these 
days—and you won't have to tell someone 
you re bisexual after you've started 
dating them. If youmeet someone the 
old fashioned way (school, work, through 
friends), tell them right away. It’snothing 
youshould be ashamed of or have toroll 
out carefully. And being with someonewho 
can’t embraceand celebrate your sexuality 
is bad for your mental health; the more 
out youare about being bi, the lower your 
odds of winding up with someone who 
hasaproblem withit. Itups your odds of 
winding up with someonewhofetishizes 
your bisexuality, of course, butif youhadto 
choose between a partner who disapproves 
(and polices) anda partner who drools (and 
wants to watch), you re gonna be way better 
off with the droolers. 


ALPHABET SOUP 


Cispolywomanhere. My quarantine 
sexpodcontainsmeandmytwomalepartners. 
WellcallthemAandB. MypartnerBhas 
anotherfemalepartnerthatwe llcallC. Since 
we realready “connected” anyway, wouldit 
changeanythingformetohaveathreesome 
withBandC? 


IfBisfuckingCandthencominghomeand 
fuckingyouandthenyourerunningdown 
thehalltoA, then Cisessentiallyalreadyin 
yoursexpod. Thebiggeryoursexpod, the 
morepeopleyou'rein contactwith, thegreater 
yourriskof contractingand/orspreading 
COVID-19. Ideally Cwouldmoveinwithyou 
andAandBifyoureall goingtobefuckingeach 
other. Butnothavingathreesomewith Band 
Cwhile BisouttherefuckingCwon't protect 
youandA fromwhatever Bmightbringhome 
fromC. 


STAY STRONG 


Gay Blackmalefrom NYChere. Two 
monthsagollostmypartnerofseventeen 
yearsto COVID-19. Ihaveaprettystrong 
supportsystem butit'sreallyhittingme 
really hardrightnowbecausemy partnerwas 
very politicallyactiveandsupportiveofthe 
strugglesofBlackand Brown people. I'vebeen 
intherapy, butanysuggestions orresources for 
howtodealwithsuchalossinthemidst ofall 
thischaos? 


I'msosorryforyourloss—and apologize 
fornotspottingyour question duringtheshow. 
I'mgladyouhaveastrongsupportsystem 
andthatyou'reworkingwitha therapist. 
Ifyouneedmoresupport, yourtherapist 
shouldbeabletoreferyoutoanonlinegrief 
support group.AndIlljustadd...griefisn’t 


somethingwe “dealwith” andthenwe'redone. 
It'ssomethingwecarrywithus.Andinmy 
experience, timedoesn tlighten theload. Still, 
thelongerwewalkwithit, thestrongerwe get, 
andthelighterit feels. Myheartgoesouttoyou. 


SHAREYOURTOYS 


Longtimelistenerandmagnum subscriber! 
Wewillkeepthisshort: Weareinahappy 
monogamish marriageandhaveheard 
oneisnotsupposedtosharetoysunderany 
circumstances. Whatareyourthoughtson 


this? 


Oneshouldn’tshareatoyonehasn'tcleaned 
—andoneshouldmakesureone’stoysaren't 
made of porousmaterialsthatare hardor 
impossibletoclean. Butifonehas, say, asilicone 
toythat can berun througha dishwasher, well, 
onecansharethattoy.A fluid-bondedcouple 
can safely sharetoys during sex, ofcourse, 
solongastoysaren'tgoingfromassholesto 
vaginas between cleanings. Youalsoshouldn't 
putadildoinyourspouseandthenstickitin 
yourvery special guest star. Butifyouobey 
thosesimplerules—clean toys, noass-to-vag, 
nousedtoysin thirds ortoysusedbythirdsin 
primaries—it'ssafetoshareyour toys. 


GHOSTED 


['ma25-year-oldlesbian transwomanin 
Chicago. Ihadalongvideo chat twoweeksago 
withawoman ImetattheChicagoAge Players 
Convention — think International Mister 
Leatherbut for Adult Babies/Diaper Lovers— 
andwereallyhitit off. Itfeltlikewewereabout 
topullaU-Hauldespitebeingin quarantine. We 
even discussed avisit. Butsincethen [haven't 
heard from her. I'vetriedtextingand calling. 
MyquestioniswhatshouldIdo? Howcanwe 
reconnect? 


Youcan'treconnectifsheisn'tinterested 
inreconnecting. Iknowthatsucks, butyou've 
already doneeverythingyoucan—youtexted, 
youcalled. Sheknowsyou'restillinterestedand 
youhavetoaccept that you'llhear onlyifshe 
wantstoreconnect. Hopefullynothing'swrong 
andshe’ssafe. !don’tthink ghostingisevernice, 
butalotofpeoplearestrugglingrightnowand 
somepeoplewhowouldn’'tnormally ghostare 
ghosting, Ifsheoffersyouanapologywhenshe 
reaches out toyouagain—ifshereachesout 
toyouagain—don'tholdtheghostingagainst 
her. Ifyouneverhearfromheragain, well, then 
shewasn'twhoyouhopedshewas. 


Dan Savage is a syndicated love 
and relationships columnist and 
host of The Savage Lovecast. Email 
him at mail@savagelove.net 
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